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Minutes of Meeting For 
Friends of North Plains Public Library 

North Plains LibraryNorth Plains, OR 

January 12, 2015 

 

 

 
Officers Present: Carolyn Leavitt, President; Margaret Reh, Vice President; 
Norma Tucker, Treasurer; Marrina Abeln, Secretary 
 
Members at Large Present: Lynda Jones 
 
Absent: Mark Susbauer, Sheila Nelson, Chris Lantz 
 
Others Present: Debbie Brodie, Kris Kelly, Cyrus Kelly, Jennifer Knowles + 2 
members 
 
Friends Meeting called to order by Carolyn Leavitt at 7:35 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Norma Tucker made a motion; Lynda Jones seconded the motion to 
approve the December 2014 minutes. The minutes of the meeting, were 
unanimously approved. 
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR REPORT: Debbie Brodie 
In addition to the printed minutes, Debbie shared some information regarding a 
program sponsored by the Library of Congress and the Institute for Library and 
Museum Services called StoryCorps@YourLibrary.  Friends’ member Diane Van 
Grunsven had received an email about this program, which she forwarded to 
Debbie.  It was an invitation to submit a grant to fund a StoryCorps@YourLibrary 
locally.  The StoryCorps program tape-records people in the community sharing 
a piece of their lives or a particular incident or information on a particular 
topic.  Debbie has been meeting with Carol Aldrich and volunteers Jo Ann 
Tannock and Nancy Vaughn to discuss the possibilities.  They determined that 
the timeline was too short and the requirements too involved for our library to 
participate at this time; however, there are several local people who have already 
shared stories with the Washington County Museum, including Jo Ann Tannock, 
so a model of how to go about this is available.  Debbie reported that the Cedar 
Mill Community Library recorded stories of founders of the Library, which are 
posted as podcasts on the CML website.  CML also partnered with the local high 
school to record people’s immigration stories.  Debbie, Carol, Jo Ann, and Nancy 
are further studying the possibilities to do something similar, but the project 
needs a “point person” to oversee the project.  Friends of the Library members 
were invited to participate.  For more information, www.storycorps.org  has 

http://www.storycorps.org/


Page | 2  

 

information posted regarding this program.  If anyone is interested in being in 
charge of this project, please contact Debbie Brodie. 
To see the full report, select the blue link to view the Library Director's Report  
 
LIBRARY BOARD REPORT: Carolyn Leavitt (in Mark Susbauer’s Absence) 
 On December 10 at their meeting, they reviewed various reports, finances and 
statistics. It was noted that total items checked out for the month of November 
was down slightly. Checkouts on the self-check machine for the month were 
51%, which is the highest percent to date. Continuing are the annual review of 
Board Policies. The following policies were reviewed and a few changes and 
corrections were made to:  
 Collection Management 
 Surplus Books 
 Donations 
 Volunteers 
 Bulletin Board 

Meetings were set for the first quarter. German Marquez and Mark Susbauer 
reported on their attendance of the Forest Grove Library Commission meeting. 
The meeting had a presentation by Mike Smith the retired Hillsboro Library 
Director on “Strategic Planning for Results.” The North Plains Board may adopt 
some of the strategies presented to help them plan for the future. The Board will 
be discussing the process in future meetings. Debbie reported that the library 
policies are still being reformatted and sections need to be created which has 
been a very large task why it is taking so much time. Once enough polices are 
approved Debbie will make them public for people to look at on the website.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Treasurer: Norma Tucker  

FNPPL Balance Sheet 
As of January 12, 2015

Assets: 
 
Checking $3,250.83 
Money Market $22,426.04 
 
Total Assets: $25676.87
 
Income: 
Books $500.00 
E-Books  $225.00 
Online Sales $240.73 
Donations $401.00 
DVD’S $50.00 
Author Series Grant $1,500.00 
 
 
 

Expenses: 
Volunteers $35.22 
Youth Program $100.00 
Movie Night $3.60 
Tech Soup $24.00 
City of NP ½ yearly for  
books $3000.00 
DVD’s  
(Miller donations 2014) $600.00 
E Books  $225.00 
Additional funds for Books $500.00 
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Membership Report: Carolyn Leavitt 
We now have 69 members, there were seven that did not renew but there were 
also new members added to the FNPPL.  
 
Online Book Sales:  
In Chris’s absence, Carolyn reported that the income is still coming in from sales 
and the online books are continuing to be posted and sold. Carol Aldrich sent 
statistics that 559 volunteer hours were recorded for the online book sales with 
over 800 recorded for all friends’ activities. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Engraving Tiles 
Chris continues to stay in touch with the engraver, and is waiting for the right 
weather conditions. 
 
Update on Final Plans for “Evening with an Author, Robin Cody”  
– Jan 24, 7 pm 
A flyer has been generated and a sign-up sheet was passed around for people to 
volunteer and help with before, during and after the event. Carolyn will also send 
out this sheet to all the members and ask them to participate as well. Carolyn 
also discussed how the set up would be laid out within the library. Carolyn wants 
to have sign in sheet available at the door to gather information from those who 
attend will receive emails to invite them to future events. Carolyn sent out a flyer 
asking people to register because space is limited. The author Robin Cody will 
do book signing and book sales. Food was discussed, the featured book is called 
the Voyage of the Summer Sun and the decorations will reflect that.  This is the 
first event of this type and it will help us to know how to set up the rest of the 
Author events that will happen later this year. Carolyn asked about this event 
with WCCLS and Larrissa has sent out this event to highlight in their paper that 
they create for the county.  
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Tech Soup order report – Carolyn 
The tech soup order has been completed.  
 
NEW Business 
 
Request to fund purchase of new Indoor Video Sign 
 The TV screen that was used as a video sign, which faced outside the library, 
has stopped working due to the recent power storm.  The monitor that was being 
used is no longer available to buy, and the new style will not fit in the space that 
is available.  Debbie presented an idea for an indoor sign to the staff and the staff 
did not want one because they believe that having a monitor indoors with flashing 
lights or revolving pictures could be disruptive.  The staff will continue to discuss 
possibilities, and if it is determined that some sort of indoor sign would be 
appropriate, then Debbie will bring the idea to the Friends for discussion at a 
future meeting.  It was noted that having a sign on the counter, facing the public 
would reduce the clutter of individual flyers and posters, which currently are 
placed around the library and line the counters. 

 
Offer of Lake Oswego books for OBOC 2016 
 – All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doer 
Lake Oswego is doing their OBOC with the book ‘All the light We Cannot See’ 
and has generously asked if we would be interested in doing an OBOC 
presentation next year – 2016 – with this book. Everyone showed interest in 
doing another OBOC and would like to pursue this in February of next year and 
not interfere with the Author series that we have started this year. Interest was 
expressed that we may be able to do both next year.  
 
Carolyn Leavitt made a motion that was seconded by Lynda Jones to 
accept these books and use them to for an OBOC presentation for 2016. 
 
Movie Night – more volunteers are needed 
Carolyn asked for anyone that is interested to help with movie night, it is growing 
and is a bit overwhelming for the current volunteers to handle.  
 
National Read-a-thon day 
Carolyn shared an email she received and asked if anyone was interested that 
we may want to look into. This is an actual planned event happening in January. 
Groups of people get together promoting literacy, which can be used as a 
fundraiser.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: Monday, 2/9/2015  at 7:30 p.m. at the North Plains Public 
Library 
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Director’s Report for Friends’ Meeting - January 12, 2015 
 
Storytimes.  Children ages 0-6 are invited to participate every Wednesday at 
11:30 a.m. in the children's section of the Library. 
January 14  Storytime with Youth Librarian Jackie:  Dinosaurs 
January 21 Special Guest Storytime: Pedrita, the Amazing Bearded 

Dragon 
January 28  Storytime with Teacher Barbara:  Wolves 
February 4  Storytime with Miss Marion:  Teddy Bears 
 
Holiday Closure.  The Library will be closed all day on Monday, January 19 for 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
 
Lego Palooza!  The Library’s first LEGO Palooza day in November was such a 
huge success – 135 participants! – that we want to offer it again.  Come to Jessie 
Mays Community Hall on the holiday, Monday, January 19, and use your 
imagination to make fantastic LEGO creations.  Drop in between 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m.  Kids, teens, and adults are welcome.  We will provide the LEGOs (for ages 
6 and up) and DUPLOs (for ages 3 and up), so please leave yours at home and 
ours at Jessie Mays! 
 
An Evening with an Author.  The Friends of the North Plains Public Library will 
host the first event of its “An Evening with an Author" series on Saturday, 
January 24 beginning at 7 p.m. at the Library.  Oregon author Robin Cody has 
been invited to launch this new program.  His published works include both fiction 
and non-fiction books. 
 
Cody was born in St. Helens.   His family moved to Estacada when he was five 
and remained there for nearly 50 years.  Cody graduated from Yale University, 
taught in the American School of Paris, France, and was the Dean of Admissions 
for Reed College.  In 1984, he became a writer with The Oregonian.  One of his 
stories won the Western Writers of America Silver Spur Award for short non-
fiction in 1986.  Cody later joined the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) as a 
freelance writer.  It was during an assignment for BPA that he was inspired to 
canoe the length of the Columbia aRiver from its source to its mouth.  The 82-
day trip gave birth to his book, Voyage of a Summer Sun, which won the Oregon 
Book Award in 1995. 
 
Ricochet River, Cody's second book, was first published in 1992.  It deals with 
the lives of three high school students in the fictional small town of Calamus, 
Oregon in the 1960s.  Ricochet River was one of one hundred works chosen by 
the Oregon Cultural Heritage Commission “as exemplifying Oregon’s rich literary 
heritage from the years 1800 to 2000."  The book was made into a 1998 film 
starring Kate Hudson. 
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Cody now conducts seminars and workshops in the Portland area, mostly about 
nature writing.  He will be speaking about his works, particularly Ricochet River, 
followed by a "question and answer" period and book signing.  This free program 
is open to the public.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
Library Book Club.  Come enjoy our annual Book Club Potluck Dinner at the 
Library on Thursday, January 29 beginning at 6:00 p.m.  This is when the 
book choices for 2015 are announced.  Now is a perfect time to join the group 
and participate in the selections.  Those interested may submit two to three book 
suggestions.  Bring your list to the Library during open hours by January 16, and 
include your name and email address.  All book nominations will be compiled and 
sent back to you by email, or you may pick up a copy of the list at the Library 
after January 20.  Everyone will have until January 27 to vote for eight books.  
Return your ballot via email, or drop it off at the Library.  The votes will be tallied, 
and the top eight will be announced at the Potluck Dinner.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend the Potluck.  Dishes are not assigned, so bring anything you want.  
Beverages will be provided along with dinnerware. 
 
Writers’ Group.  Share your writing projects and receive feedback from peers on 
Thursday, February 5 at 6:30 p.m.  New members are welcome to join.  (This is 
not a teacher/trainer-led class.) 
 
First Friday Flick – Join us on the first Friday of each month at the Jessie Mays 
Community Hall at 6 p.m. for a FREE movie showing.  On Friday, February 6, 
come see The Boxtrolls, the PG-rated, animated adventure produced by Laika 
Entertainment which also produced Coraline and ParaNorman.  Based on the 
novel, Here Be Monsters! by Alan Snow, the film features the orphaned human 
boy named Eggs, who has been raised by trash-collecting trolls, and his valiant 
efforts to save the trolls from villain pest exterminator Archibald Snatcher. 
 
Friends of the Library.  There will be a general meeting of the Friends on 
Monday, February 9 at the Library from 7:30-9 p.m.  New members are 
welcome to attend. 
 
Super Saturday - TrashMan and the Noise Band.  Come see this Portland-
based puppet rock band perform on Saturday, February 14 beginning at 1 p.m. 
at the Jessie Mays Community Hall.  This band is comprised of trash puppets 
(puppets literally made of trash) and TrashMan, who plays hand-made 
instruments made of re-used items.  Audience members are encouraged to join 
in and rock out!  KC (Kelly Campbell) of KCPuppetree is a trained and 
experienced teacher, performer, puppeteer, and artist.  For more information, 
visit http://www.kcpuppetree.com/. 
 
2015 Teen Summer Reading Art Contest.  Are you an artist aged 12-18?  
Submit a design to our Teen Summer Reading Artwork Contest!  The winning 
design will be used on 2015 Teen Summer Reading program materials across 

http://www.kcpuppetree.com/
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Washington County, including posters, bookmarks, flyers, and more.  The winner 
also receives a $150 gift certificate from Powell’s Books.  The second place 
winner will receive a $50 gift certificate for Blick Art Materials, and the winner of 
honorable mention will get a $25 Blick gift certificate.  The last day to submit your 
entry is Saturday, February 14.  Find contest details and entry form here: 
http://www.wccls.org/_pdf/2015-Teen-Art-Contest-Rules-and-Entry.pdf.   
Good luck! 
 
Art Exhibits.  The art exhibit in January and February will feature abstract 
paintings by Hillsboro artist Jeff Jurrens.  Jurrens’ abstract expressionist 
paintings are large, geometric, textured, and colorful.  He has been painting since 
retiring from the Hillsboro Fire Department in 2005, inspired by a lifelong 
appreciation of art and influenced by New York’s abstract expressionism 
movement of the 1950s. 
 
Quilt Display.  The quilt on display above the checkout desk throughout the 
month of January has been donated by the Westside Quilters Guild for the 
Library to raffle as a fundraiser.  Each block in this six-foot-square quilt features a 
different, brightly colored pinwheel on a white patterned background, and the 
entire piece is machine-quilted.  Tickets will be sold throughout the coming year 
until the winning ticket is drawn at the annual Elephant Garlic Festival in August.  
Each ticket is $1, or 6 tickets will be issued for $5. 
 
The quilt to be displayed in February is titled Little Pretties.  It features multi-
colored small-print squares on a white background.  Jo Ann Tannock of North 
Plains hand-quilted this gorgeous creation. 
 
Knights of Pythias E-books Donation.  Many thanks to the members of the 
North Plains Knights of Pythias Glencoe Lodge No. 22 for their generous 
donation to the Library in support of our e-reader program.  The Knights 
previously purchased a Nook and a Kindle for public checkout.  Each was loaded 
with approximately 25 titles in fiction and non-fiction for adults, teens, and 
children.  The Knights recently funded the purchase of ten more unique 
bestseller titles for each device.  The Library’s e-readers check out for three 
weeks, and staff are available to introduce the devices to those who have yet to 
enjoy reading books through this new technology. 
 
New Staff Member – Cindy Hibray.  Please welcome our newest employee, 
Cindy Hibray.  After a year of volunteering for the Library, she has joined the staff 
as a part time Library Clerk.  Cindy enjoys working behind the scenes processing 
new books and DVDs as well as working at the Checkout Desk welcoming 
patrons.  She enjoys being a part of the North Plains community. 
 
Cindy was born and raised in New Mexico.  She received a BA in Accounting 
from the University of New Mexico and earned her CPA professional certification.  
She and her husband, Kevin, spent a decade living in various places throughout 

http://www.wccls.org/_pdf/2015-Teen-Art-Contest-Rules-and-Entry.pdf
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the country before deciding to move to Oregon in 1999 to live in the trees and 
rain, which they both love.  Since having her third child, Cindy’s time has been 
dedicated to homeschooling her children.  (All are now teenagers.)  Both Cindy 
and her husband are actively involved in supporting their two youngest in a 
musical theater group. 
 
Cindy loves being outside with her kids, playing with her dog, and watching her 
chickens.  She enjoys reading, playing games, watching her kids perform, and 
hanging out with friends. 
 
Save the Date – Friday, April 17 – 11th Annual Art of the Story Festival.  
National storyteller Sam Payne of Utah will perform at the Pumpkin Ridge Golf 
Club beginning at 7 p.m.  His storytelling skills, jazz-inflected folk music, and 
soaring tenor voice have established him as an engaging performer.  This free 
program, sponsored by the Washington County Cooperative Library Services, is 
designed for an adult audience but is suitable in content for ages 6 and up. 
 


