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Minutes of Meeting For 

Friends of North Plains Public Library 
North Plains LibraryNorth Plains, OR 

March 9, 2015 

 
 

 

 

Officers Present: Carolyn Leavitt, President; Norma Tucker, Treasurer; Marrina 
Abeln, Secretary 
 
Members at Large Present: Mark Susbauer, Sheila Nelson, Lynda Jones, Chris 
Lantz 
 
Others Present: Carol Aldrich, Scott Aldrich, Debbie Olson 
 
Friends Meeting called to order by Carolyn Leavitt at 7:30 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Norma Tucker made a motion; Lynda Jones seconded the motion to 
approve the February 2015 minutes. The minutes of the meeting, were 

unanimously approved. 
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR REPORT: Carol Aldrich for Debbie Brodie 
Carol reported that several programs will be held at the library, a class on 
genealogy, blind date with a book, Portland Ballet, Lego paloza, also Sam Payne 
will be featured at the Pumpkin Ridge Art of the Story festival 
To see the full report, select the blue link to view the Library Director's Report  
 
LIBRARY BOARD REPORT: Mark Susbauer 
A meeting was held February 18. Jennifer Knowles came as a guest to solicit 
input as to why the Library Board Members were not in attendance at the 
“Evening with the Author” event featuring Robin Cody, which was sponsored by 
the Friends of the North Plains Public library. She also made an announcement 
of the next three authors that would be coming Lisa McMinn April 25, Molly Gloss 
July 25, and Kathy Masarie October 24. 
Debbie gave her Director’s report of all the activities happening at the Library. 
Under Library statistics, it was noted that the circulation for the month of January 
was over 5,000, and then in February the numbers were down to 4600 due to the 
shorter month. In reviewing the previous year, it was noted that July was the 
heaviest month with circulation at 6000. It was also reported that the patron visits 
to the library was over 3000.  
In finances, it was reported that expenditures are on track and revenues were up 
$880 which was more than anticipated so more materials will be able to be 
purchased.  
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In old business, several of the Board Policies were reviewed and approved.  
On February 10 a patron survey was sent out that will close on March 10th and 
the results will be announced soon after. It was noted that a number of the same 
sentiments that were reported as in a previous survey to have more library hours. 
In new business, budget planning for the fiscal year 2015-2016 has begun and 
will take place over the next several months. It is anticipated that the budget will 
remain the same as this year unless new revenues appear unexpectedly. 
Next board meeting is scheduled for March 18th.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Treasurer: Norma Tucker  

 
 

FNPPL Balance Sheet 
As of March 9, 2015

 
Assets: 
 
Checking  $2,295.98 
Money Market $22,426.76 
 
Total Assets: $24,722.74
 
Income: 
Amazon Smile $27.93 
Used Book Sales $60.50 
Donations $75.00 
Online Book Sales $259.42 
 
 

 
Expenses: 
Movie Night $33.74 
Office Expenses $54.55 
Tile Engraving $298.00 
Art of the Story Telling $800.00 
Super Saturday $350.00 
Volunteer Rewards $70.62 

 
 
Online Book Sales: Debbie Olson 
Debbie reported that so far this year we have sold 49 books in January and 27 
for the month of February. That has generated a profit $618.96 for the calendar 
year 2015. This is from the Amazon report that does not include project expense. 
Debbie created some analysis charts on what books were selling; she passed 
around a printed version of the report. In this last year’s book sale of the 389 
books that sold, 115 sold for under $5, 168 sold for between $5-$10, 69 were 
sold for $10-$20 and 37 books sold for over $20. Debbie noted that the books 
that sold for over $20 gave a profit of $991 as opposed to the 69 books that sold 
in the $10-$20 dollar category, which gained a profit of $708 and the books that 
sold in the $5-$10 category was $777. The ones sold for less than $5 profit was 
$286. The point of this report is to determine if selling a few books for a higher 
profit would be of more benefit than listing items for less than $5 for a small profit. 
In considering volunteer time and the space, it takes to house the books that may 
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be worth reviewing as we post the books. It seems that if a book is posted and 
sells within a month or two is higher count of books sold than all of the books 
combined that have been sitting on the shelf past the two month mark. She went 
on to share some of the different categories and which ones were more popular. 
Space is running out and posting books is getting harder for lack of space so 
books are now being reviewed that can be withdrawn from the online sales shelf. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Engraving of the tiles report – Chris Lantz 
The tiles have been engraved, Carolyn will be taking pictures and sending them 
to people who have requested pictures as well as posting them on the website. 
The bill has been paid. Carolyn requested now all the engraving is done, that it 
would good to go out, do some cleaning, and remove dirt and grime that has built 
up over the years. The weather has been calm and so Carolyn will try and get a 
time set up for this. Carolyn will put this on our next agenda to be brought up at 
our next meeting.  
 
CCWC Celebration – March 11th 6:00pm 
This celebration is coming up soon, Lynda Jones, Diane VanGrunsven, Jennifer 
Knowles, and Carolyn plan to attend. Carolyn has some flyers and book marks 
for our Author events and this will be displayed at our table that will be set up 
along with other items. Carolyn will give a report at the next meeting.  
 
Garlic Festival Use Book Sale Preparations 
Patti burns will let us have Jessie Mays for the entire week before the Garlic 
Festival. It would be best to go through all the boxes and determine which books 
go to the book sale and which are to be held back for the online sales. Debbie 
Olson will be heading up the organization process along with Carolyn to get this 
all set up. Norma and Carolyn went to a meeting that talked about book sales 
and tips on how to set up and run a successful sale. Carolyn would like a date 
set for the book sorting. It will happen at the storage unit and a time frame will 
need to be set up. Some discussion was had in how to get uniform boxes to use 
that would be the same size and easy to stack. Different members gave 
suggestions on where to get these boxes and their experiences with the places 
and types of boxes they get. Also sorting them into different genre so placing on 
the table during the book sale will be easier.  
 
New Epson Printer given to Friends 
The new printer and ink will be stored at Chris Lantz’s house until the ink on the 
current printer used by the online book sales is depleted. At that time, it will be 
set up and used at the Annex replacing the current printer. 
 
 
 
NEW Business 
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Request for sponsorship of North Plains 4th of July event – Scott Aldrich 
Scott Aldrich made a request to the Friends group and asked for a donation of 
$250 to the 4th of July Event. The theme will be “Wild West” and the town crier 
will return this year as Marshall Dillon. The car show will also be part of the 
event. Some of the things that are being worked on are getting a Native 
American group to come and put on dances, the Rice Museum will have a booth 
with some gold panning’s highlighting the gold rush days. Scott will be contacting 
our historical society as well as Washington County to participate in the event 
with a booth. Home Depot will be back with their building projects with the kids. 
Forestry Museum along with the Jackson Bottom wetlands will have a booth. 
Other ideas were brought up from some of the group and it gave more ideas. 
Scott is heading up the event and Carol will be working along with him to get the 
different groups. Several items from last year were donated to different groups 
allowing for the materials from last year’s events to continue being used. Several 
members shared some of their ideas and gave some additional different groups 
to contact.  
 

Carolyn made a motion to give $250 to the 4th of July event and 
Lynda seconded the motion. The vote was taken, and 
approved unanimously. 
 

North Plains Envision Steering Committee – March 31 6:30pm 
Debbie asked if there could be a few that would go to this meeting for 
representation as Friends of the Library. Norma Tucker and Marrina Abeln are 
planning to attend. A report will follow. 
 
Sponsorship for the Garlic Festival 
Carolyn made a motion to donate $150 to the Garlic festival, Chris 
seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous; this was done as well last 
year. The theme this year for the festival will be the health benefits of Garlic. 
 
Request for funds to purchase the new indoor video sign -- Carolyn 
The library staff has approved the new indoor video sign and it will be hung over 
the children’s computers. This will cut down on the paper signs posted on the 
bulletin boards around the library. A recommendation was made from the board 
to spend a maximum of $300 for this project. 
 

Carolyn Leavitt made a motion to which Mark Susbauer 
seconded for the $300 amount to be spent on the video sign, 
the vote was unanimous. 
 

 
 
 
Art Reception/Art Walk – March 13 6:00pm 
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Discussion about the food and drink for this event took place, Carolyn listed off 
what was needed and it was determined who would provide the items. Carolyn 
will shop at Costco for the cookies and punch. 
 
People for Libraries (PAC) report – Sheila 
Carolyn and Sheila attended this meeting. A poll of voters was taken and 51% 
stated that they would support an increase in the levy amount increased from last 
year which would increase it 7%. The next task will be fundraising and groups will 
be dedicated to getting corporate sponsors. Sheila asked that anyone knowing of 
a company or corporation that is interested in donating money for PAC to please 
let her know. There is also a group who will be writing the arguments in favor in 
the voter pamphlet. There will be visits to the city council, Debbie has a full 
notebook from past levies and everything is on track to launch to get voter 
support for the Levy. The friends will donate $200 in August for PAC, Carolyn 
contacted Banks library to contribute to 50% of the cost for an argument written 
in favor from the libraries. Next meeting will be in May. 
 
Property Tax Exemption report -- Carolyn 
Property tax exemption forms are available and Carolyn is working on completing 
these forms.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting: Monday, 4/13/2015  at 7:30 p.m. at the North Plains Public 
Library 
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Director’s Report for Friends’ Meeting – March 9, 2015 
 
New Monthly Reporting Feature – Statistics for the Month of February, 
2015: 
 
The Library checked out 4,656 physical items – books, magazines, DVDs, and 

other media, while 198 e-books were checked out by North Plains card 
holders. 

 

There were 2,789 people who came into the Library during open hours. 
 

The Library’s public computers were used for 386 hours, while patrons accessing 
their own laptops and other devices logged 116 hours of wireless usage. 

 

The Library has 214 Facebook “friends,” and the website was viewed 1,409 
times. 

 

Since July 1, 760 people have attended Storytimes, 240 people have attended 
the First Friday Flicks, 547 people have attended a Wacky Wednesday 
(summer)/Super Saturday (school year), and 308 people came to LEGO 
Palooza days. 

 

Since July 1, 242 people have attended one or more Art Receptions, Book Club 
meetings, Author Lectures, Writers’ Group meetings, classes, and Library 
Volunteer Recognition events. 

 

Full statistics may be viewed at www.nplibrary.org under Library Board/Library 
Statistics. 

 
Storytimes.  Children ages 0-6 are invited to participate every Wednesday at 
11:30 a.m. in the children's section of the Library. 

 March 11  Storytime with Teacher Barbara:  Families 

 March 18  Special Guest Storytime:  Baby Goats 

 March 25  Storytime with Youth Librarian Jackie:  Cats 

 April 1  Storytime with Miss Marion:  April Showers 

 April 8  Storytime with Teacher Barbara:  Weather 
 
Super Saturday – Leapin’ Louie!  All ages are invited to come watch this free, 
one-man western comedy show on Saturday, March 14 beginning at 1 p.m. at 
the Jessie Mays Community Hall.  David Lichtenstein specializes in physical 
comedy, trick roping, fancy whip cracking, juggling, and unicycling – a virtuoso of 
new vaudeville and alternative circus.  For more information, visit:  
http://www.comedytricks.com/.  
 
Introduction to Beekeeping.  Join us at the Library on Thursday, March 19 
from 6-7 p.m. to learn about the benefits of keeping honeybees.  Jeff Clark and 
his family keep bees in rural northern Washington County.  He is the President of 

http://www.nplibrary.org/
http://www.comedytricks.com/
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the Tualatin Valley beekeepers and a journeyman in the Oregon Master 
Beekeeper Program.  This free presentation will cover: 
 Hives and equipment 
 Cost of getting started 
 Local rules and regulations 
 Resources for more information (local bee groups, and bee schools) 
Come listen and ask questions to find out if beekeeping is for you! 
 
Lego Palooza!  Monday, March 23 is the first day of Spring Break.  Come to 
Jessie Mays Community Hall and use your imagination to make fantastic LEGO 
creations.  Drop in between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.  Kids, teens, and adults are 
welcome.  We will provide the LEGOs (for ages 6 and up) and DUPLOs (for ages 
3 and up), so please leave yours at home and ours at Jessie Mays! 
 
Library Book Club.  The Book Club will meet at the Library on Wednesday, 
March 25 beginning at 7:30 p.m. to discuss The Housekeeper and the 
Professor by Yoko Ogawa.  This is the story of a brilliant math professor 
who has sustained a traumatic head injury, leaving him with only eighty 
minutes of short-term memory.  His housekeeper and her ten-year-old son 
care for him, and every morning, they are introduced to each other anew.  
Though he cannot hold memories for long, his mind is still alive with 
connections through numbers.  This enchanting story teaches what it 
means to live in the present.  Refreshments will be served.  New members are 
welcome. 
 
Fourth Annual Haiku Contest.  Celebrate National Poetry Month with us this 
April.  Enter your haiku poems from April 1-27.  This year’s theme is Super 
Heroes - recognizing the new movie, Avengers: Age of Ultron, to be released on 
May 1.  Contest winners from each of three age groups (K-6, 7-12, Adult) will 
receive $20 gift certificates to Regal Cinemas. 
 
Writers’ Group.  Share your writing projects and receive feedback from peers on 
Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m.  New members are welcome to join.  (This is not 
a teacher/trainer-led class.) 
 
First Friday Flick – Join us on the first Friday of each month at the Jessie Mays 
Community Hall at 6 p.m. for a FREE movie showing.  On Friday, April 3, come 
see the 2014 version of Annie, a PG-rated comedy-drama about a young orphan 
girl who is rescued by a wealthy businessman.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
Super Saturday – The Portland Ballet.  Members of The Portland Ballet Youth 
Company will perform excerpts from the upcoming Spring Concert in a free 
program beginning at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 11 at the Jessie Mays 
Community Hall.  The excerpts will include both traditional and modern pieces.  
All ages are welcome. 
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Friends of the Library.  There will be a general meeting of the Friends on 
Monday, April 13 at the Library from 7:30-9 p.m.  New members are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Art Exhibit.  The art exhibit in March and April features works by Anne Marie 
Grgich, a Portland-based collage artist with national and international acclaim.  
Grgich is known as one of the most innovative American artists in the group 
known as Outsiders.  Her one-of-a-kind art features expressionistic faces and 
figures.  A reception for the artist will be held on Friday, March 13 at the Library 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Refreshments will be served.  The evening will also feature 
art viewing and wine tasting at Abbey Creek Vineyards from 6 to 9 p.m. Join your 
friends and spend the evening enjoying this fabulous Art Walk event. 
 
 
 
Quilt Display.  The quilt on display above the checkout desk throughout the 
month of March is titled Swoon.  It was created by AnnMarie Cowley, a member 
of the Westside Quilters Guild.  The pattern for this 80” square quilt is by Thimble 
Blossoms, and the piece was quilted with straight lines. 
 
The quilt on display in April will be Tulip Quilt, owned by Jean Noltensmeier and 
purchased in Monroe, WA in 2009.  Its provenance is unknown, but its maker 
used mid-1900s reproduction fabrics to create a multicolored sampler bordered 
in blue and white.  It contains both pieced and appliqued squares and is machine 
quilted, measuring 60" x 88". 
 
Beginner Internet Genealogy.  Learn how to use Heritage Quest and Ancestry 
databases.  Explore websites such as Family Search and Find-a-Grave.  Three 
FREE classes will be taught by Library staff member Donna from 6-8 p.m. on 
consecutive Thursday nights.  Class size is limited to nine people using Library 
computers and four people using their own laptops.  Participants must commit to 
all three classes.  Call the Library to sign up (503-647-5051): 

 April 16 Basic Record-Keeping and Heritage Quest 

 April 23 Family Search and Find-a-Grave 

 April 30 Ancestry (not accessible from laptops) and Wrap-up 
Classes will be hands-on.  Come prepared with whatever information you have 
about people you want to find - names, dates and locations of birth, death, and 
marriage.   
 
Art of the Story Festival.  This 11th annual, week-long storytelling extravaganza 
features seventeen storytelling performances throughout Washington County.  
On Friday, April 17. national storyteller Sam Payne of Utah will perform at the 
Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club beginning at 7 p.m.  His storytelling skills, jazz-inflected 
folk music, and soaring tenor voice have established him as an engaging 
performer.  This free program, sponsored by the Washington County Cooperative 
Library Services and the North Plains Public Library, is designed for an adult 
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audience.  Refreshments will be served.  Full details and all countywide 
performances are listed here:  http://www.wccls.org/festival  
 
An Evening with Author Lisa McMinn.  The Friends of the North Plains Public 
Library will host the second event of its “An Evening with an Author" series on 
Saturday, April 25, beginning at 7 p.m. at the Library.  Oregon author Lisa 
Graham McMinn, Ph.D., is a Writer in Residence at George Fox University, 
where she previously taught Sociology.  She writes mostly about sustainable 
agriculture, contentment, and environmental issues.  Dr. McMinn has been 
invited to discuss her newest book, Dirt and the Good Life.  This non-fiction work 
is both inspiring and challenging and addresses issues to which all of those 
concerned with living a good life in love and community should be committed.  
For more information visit the author’s website:  
http://preservinglifeatferncreek.com/.  
 
 

http://www.wccls.org/festival
http://preservinglifeatferncreek.com/

